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Welcome



1450 STUDENTS • 80 COUNTRIES

WELCOME



Understanding Your Documents



Form I-20 

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U



Visa

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U

Enter in F-1 status 
every time

Can expire while 
student is in U.S. 

Apply for new visa 
outside U.S.



Check your passport for an F-1 and D/S every time. 

Admission Stamp

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U



I-94 Number

Visa Status

I-94 Record

D/S = Duration of Status

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U



What you need to re-enter US
• Passport valid 6 months into future
• Valid F-1 visa
• Travel signatures are valid for one year

Travel Outside the U.S.

Form I-20

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U



• Your F-1 status is valid throughout the US.

• If traveling away from South Bend, take your 
passport and a copy of your Form I-20.

• You will need your passport or a U.S. driver’s license 
to board a plane .

Travel Within the U.S.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U



Maintaining Immigration Status
The purpose and duration of legal presence in the U.S. as granted by DHS

L O S E  O R  V I O L A T E ?
Cannot work 

Subject to removal at any time 
Difficulty returning in the future

D E T E R M I N E D  B Y
Form I-20

Visa Stamp 
Admission Stamp 

I-94 Record 
SEVIS record

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  D O C U M E N T S  
I S S A . N D . E D U



Maintaining Your F-1 Status



Maintaining Your Status:
Documents

Maintain a valid passport
• Can be renewed within the U.S.

Keep an up-to-date Form I-20
• Biographical Info
• Program Info 
• Program Dates
• Travel Signatures

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



You must be enrolled full-time. Full time is:
• Graduates in coursework:  9 credits

Maintaining Your Status:
Enrollment

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



Keep Your Address Updated
• Immigration regulations require you to notify the 

university within 10 days of moving!

Maintaining Your Status:
Address

You will confirm your address each semester with Roll Call. 

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



Maintaining Your Status:
On Campus Employment

F-1 Students
• No authorization from ISSA is required
• Up to 20 hours per week during fall/spring 

semesters

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



F-1 Students
• Optional Practical Training (OPT)
• Curricular Practical Training (CPT)
• Severe Economic Hardship

Maintaining Your Status:
Off Campus Employment

Generally, students must be enrolled full-time for one academic year to be eligible.
Neverwork off campus without obtaining authorization from ISSA!

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



Other times to contact ISSA, as your F-1 status may 
be affected:
• Encounter problems that may impact your ability to 

continue your program (e.g. health)
• Suspended or Dismissed from University
• Completing program early 
• Need program extension

Maintaining Your Status:
Consider Impact of Status

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



It is your responsibility to manage your status.
We are here to support you in that management. 

Though we report to government agencies, 
we do not work for the government. 

ISSA is the only department on campus that should 
advise you and your dependents about your visa status 

rules, responsibilities and benefits.

Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  Y O U R  S T A T U S ?

ISSA is here to helpISSA is here to help!

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  F - 1  S T A T U S



Discover Resources



ISSAlink Advising 
Appointments

Information
Sessions

Walk-in Hours



ISSA International Student 
& Scholar Affairs

Leah Zimmer
Director

Roy Bronkema
Assistant Director

Cynthia Reeves
Assistant Director

Heather 
Christensen
Senior ISSA 
Programs + Event 
Coordinator

Kaitlyn Reeves
Advisor

R E SOURC E S
I S S A . N D . E DU



Communications
from ISSA

Employment 
Authorization

Requests

Lost I-20

Have you 
registered?

Social Security 
Letter

R E SOURC E S
I S S A . N D . E DU

Request & Report at ISSAlink



R E SOURC E S
I S S A . N D . E DU

Stay Connected

ndinternational



Taxes & SSN
Tax Assistance Program (TAP) at Notre Dame 

• International students must file U.S. tax forms to the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) each spring, even if 
they have no income. 

Social Security Number
• Available only to those paid by a U.S. institution
• Wait 14 days after F-1 registration, form on ISSAlink

R E SOURC E S
I S S A . N D . E DU

Beware of scams via email or telephone. 
• Do not pay anyone over the phone to help with immigration 

or tax problems
• If someone threatens you or your status, tell them you need 

to speak first with an ISSA advisor



R E SOURC E S
I S S A . N D . E DU

Add to Calendar
Roll Call Deadline / Sept 2, 2019

Eligible for SSN? / Sept 15,  2019

Travel Signature / Dec 1,  2019

OPT Info Sessions / Feb 1,  2020

Travel Signature / March 1,  2020

OPT application / March 10,  2020



1 0 5  M A I N  B U I L D I N G

Walk-in Office Hours: 
Monday through Wednesday, 1–4:00PM

Appointments also available.

Phone (574) 631-1138       Email issa@nd.edu Website issa.nd.edu



F-1 Registration
1. Go to issalink.nd.edu

2. Click the blue LOGIN button

3. Enter your Notre Dame NetID and password

4. Click F-1 Student Services  

5. Click New Student Registration

6. Fill out the form and click SUBMIT

7. Confirm ”Successfully Submitted” message.

F - 1  R E G I S T R A T I O N


